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T is ordered, That the Thanks of this 
Court be given to the Reverend Mr. John 
man, for his Sermon preached before 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of 
this City, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 
on the 3074 of January laſt, being the Faſt- 
Day for the Martyrdom of King CHARLES 
theFirſt ; and — he be dchired to print the 
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My Lon p, 
s it was in obedience to 


your Lordſhip, that 
the following Sermon 
was firſt deliver'd Wo the 
Pulpit, and now appears more 


publickly from the Preſs ; ſo 
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I am vail aſſur'd ef ar 
Lordſhip's Candour to ex- 
cuſe thoſe Blemiſhes that will 
but too eaſily appear up- 
on the peruſal of it; and 1 
am not without hopes that 
your Lordſhip's "New and 
Example may. procure it that 
Favour from others, which 
wc uld neither be due to the Au- 
thor, nor the Diſcourſe itſelf. 

My Lord, I ſhould have 
chought my ſelf Re 
and without excuſe, if, of my 


own. accord, T had obtrude 
ehe an ee Diſcourſs 


UPO p 


__ DB£&DITE.2TION 
upon the World; but when 
Welt my bn Jkdigment and 
elinattöh; and 48 you, Lord. 
Mip can bear me witneſs; a- 
— my repeated Deſires to 
contray a Publication was 
requit'd; 1 thought it my 
Duty to bbey that Command, 
Which 1 had ine Hbneur to 
Teceiveè from your, Lordlhip 
and che Right Worſhipful 
Ostrt of Aldermen, or the 
Publication of it. ; 
1 Will flet Preſune, my 
Eo} toabufe your Patience, 
or offer yotir Modeſty; by en- 
tring upon the juſt Swen 
dation that is due to your 
Lordſhip; but ſhall forbear 
even to mention thoſe Virtues, 
which 


a5 


 DEDTCATION. 
which as a Gentleman, as a Ma. 
giſtrate, as a Chriſtian adorn 
your Lordſhip's Character and 
Converſation; and ſhall only 
add my bearty Prayers for 
275 1 we Health and 
elfare; that God would 
proſper all your labours for 
the good Government of this 
City, that you may be ;emi- 
nently inſtrumental 1 in promo- 
ting the Peace and Proſperity 
of the ſame;and at length(long 
may it be before that Time!) 
that you may change the fa- 
ding Glory of this Wald, for 
the everlaſting Glories of the 


other. — 651 C! 25 
. Iam with the na Reſpedd) My. Lord, 
was Dar Lord ſbip s moſt obi ed, 
nr - moſt obedient Servant, * 579 
ile Joun BERRIMAN. 


I KINGS XXI. 12, 13. 


They proclaimed a [aft and fct Naboth 
on high among the people. And there 
cane in tum men, children of Belial, 
and ſat before him: and the men of 
 Belial witneſſed agamſt him, cven a- 
gainſt Naboth, in the preſence of the 
people, ſaping, Naboth did blaſpheme 
God and the King. Then they car- 
Fried him forth out of the city, and 
- ſtoned him -wnth ſtones, that he died. 


3 HIS Day calls to our Minds 
ll a dSccncofthe moſt aban- 
don'd Villany and Wic- 
kednets; a Complication 
of the worſt of Crimes 
chat can be committed by 
the worſt of Men. And 
the Words have juſt now 
read, contain an account. of one of the moſt 
deliberate and ſolemn Ads of Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion, Treachery and Murder, that we find 
| A re- 
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recorded in the holy Scriptures. The Caſes, 
it is true, are not exactly parallel, and indeed 
it is hard to find any exact Parallel to the mon- 
ſtrous Iniquity of this Day. But however, the 
Caſe of Naboth will afford ſundry uſeful Ob- 
ſervations, and ſerve to diſcover the greater 
Vileneſs of thoſe Sins, for the bewailing of 
which, we are here met together in the ſight 
of God. In my following Diſcourſe therefore, 
I ſhall, 


I. Firſt, Give ſome account of Naboth, 
and of the Cauſc and Manner of his 
Death. 


II. Secondly, Endeavour to lay open the 
vile Iniquity of this Proceeding. And 
then, 


III. Thirdly, and laſtly, make a particu- 

lar Application of the whole to the ſad 

Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity, and 
ſo conclude. | 


Firſt then, 1 am to give ſome Account of 
Naboth, and of the Cauſe and Manner of his 
Dcath. 

Twas in the Reign of Ahab King of 1/rae!, 
that Naboth theFewzreelite liv'd ; the Fezreelite 
he is call'd,from Fezree/ the Place of his Habita- 

tion, 
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tion, and where his Eſtate lay ; a Man he was, 
of the Stock of Iſrael, and by all that appears 
of his Character, an 1ſraelite indeed, in whom 
there was no guile. The Wickedneſs of thoſe 
that were his Enemics, and the foul Methods 
they made uſe of to work his Ruin, afford a 
fair Preſumption of his Integrity, and the 
Principle upon which he refus d to part with 
his Inheritance, is a clearer Proof of his Piety 
and Virtue. That he was not a Stranger, or 
Proſelyte, but a Hebrew of the Hebrews, ap- 
pears from the Reaſon alledg'd, why he could 
not part with his Vineyard to Ahab; vis. 
(2) That the Lord forbid it him: that is, 
the Lord had commanded, that the 1/raelites 
ſhould not ſell the Land for ever, to pals 
out of one Tribe into another, for the Land, 
ſays he, 7s mine, and ye are ſtrangers and ſo- 
journers with me, Lev. 25. 23. I ſay, this 
ſhews Naboth to have been an Tſraehite, for 
otherwiſe this, and ſuch like Precepts had no 
relation to him, nor could they have any way 
hinder'd him from ſelling his Eſtate : and the 
ſame is alſo a good Proof, that he was a Man 
of Probity and Conſcience, ſince he had ſuch 
an inviolable Regard to theſe Precepts, that hc 
choſe rather to part with his Life than his 'Po/- 
ſeſſions. Had he been thus inflexible, merely 


u 


(4) v. 3. 
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out of Obſtinacy and Humour, he might, per- 
haps, have deſerv'd ſome Marks of his Sove- 
reign's Diſpleaſure, tho* this had been no For- 
feiture of his Eſtate, much leſs, to be ſure, of 
his Life : That this was alone the Cauſe of his 
being depriv'd of both, the ſacred Hiſtory in- 
forms us; where we read, that Ahab ſaid un- 
to Naboth, () Give me thy vineyard, and 
1 will give thee for it a better vintyard than 
it: or, if it ſeem good to thee, I will give 
thee the worth of it in money. But (c) Na- 
both ſaid, the Lord forbid it me, that I 
ſhould give the inheritance of my fathers 
wnia thee. Ahab, inſtead of being ſatisfied 
with this Anſwer, as he ſhould have been, 
(d) came into his houſe, heavy and diſpleaſ- 
ed. He ſo eagerly coveted his Neighbour's 
Goods, had ſo ſet his Heart upon another 
Man's Poſſeſſions, that without the Attain- 
ment of them, he would not be contented ; 
and of this he ſaw no hope in a fair and equi- 
table way, ſince he found it matter of Con- 
ſtience with Naboth to hold faſt the Poſſeſſion 
and Inheritance of his Fathers. He had in- 
dced Might and Power of his ſide, and was 
able to have wreſted it from him by open 
Violence; but this was a Method, at the beſt, 
unpopular, and, perhaps, he thought unſafe 
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to be attempted; he therefore gave himſelf 
up to the moſt abject Sorrow and Lamenta- 
tion. 

Now to remoye this Difhculty, and procure 
him the deſire of his Heart, Fezebet his Wife 
had a Contrivance ready, which ſhe was ſe- 
cure would not fail of ſucceeding according 
to her Wiſh : She bids Ahab therefore (e) riſe, 
eat and be merry, - {or ſhe would give him 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jegreelite. 
What could not by Honeſty and Plain- 
dealing, might be by Oppreſſion and Trea- 
chery obtain'd ; and ſo ſhe refoly'd to make a 
Sacrifice of the righteous Man, and paye the 
way to his Poſſeſſions with his B/ood. Like 
thoſe unnatural Husbandmen in the Goſpel, 
who ſaid, (7) This is the heir, come let us 
kill him, and let us ſeize on his inheritance. 

That Naboth ſhould die then, was imme- 
diately rcſoly*d; the only thing to be conſulted, 
was the Way and Manner of his Death ; and 
for this, the wicked Jegebel was not far to 
ſeek : She had Favourites and Creatures e- 
nough about her, that were ready to perform 
the worſt that ſhe could deſire, Men that 
could cover the moſt deteſtable Iniquity, with 
the hypocritical Pretence of Zeal for God, and 
Loyalty to their King: To ſuch Miſcreants 


[| — —_ 


» 


(e) v. 7. (f) Mat. wi. 38. 
as 


— 
vw = 2 * - < 
„8 > AT | 7 — — — 
— 2 - —— — — _ 1 
. a 4 + — * aw > + 
— 1 
— 4 — . 
© ——_..Þ ADS lt. cos = - _ - — — 4 2 — —_— 
oy — 
— „ = 15 - 
A 4 P . - T4 — 1 * 


— 4 24 
dis . 
—— — 
. 
— 


— 
r * 
7 * - * 
— - — 


a2 2 * 
* y _ 
— —— „„ 
* — 
— . * 
3 — 


7 — 2 „ - 


- * 3 oy 2 
N nn 


o 
— 2 ” 


1 
2 > odd 


YT x is 2 
3 8 
E 
EI IS SIE EE 924. SOS 
” 2 "A [2 — ett ME om 


——— 
3 Carr — wes —_ - 


F 2008 0 $2 > - "2 
a — — Wo — 


n 


— — 
- . 3 ” Low 
— — . cg 


— — — 
. 
—_— — 4 — 
5 — — —— H— — A7 —— wa — —_ 
— »# 
* 3 . 
v n 


* 


6 ASERMON 05 

as theſe, was the righteous Naboth deliver'd 
up, and Blaſphemy, and Treaſon was the Sum 
of his Indictment, 

Zezebel ſent Letters to ſuch of the Elders 
and Nobles, in whom ſhe could confide, 
whom ſhe knew prepar'd for the moſt cxe- 
crable Villany, able to keep the Secret, and 
ſo to varniſh the Matter over, as that it 
might appear with a fair out- ſide to the 
World. She directs them to ſuborn two profli- 
gate Fellows, that would ſwear any thing 
for Pay, Sons of Belial, to bear Witneſs 
againſt him, that he blaſphenr'd God and the 
King; and for the greater Solemnity to pro- 
claim a Faſt, and ſet Naboth on high among 
the People; and then, as the Puniſhment ap- 
pointed for Blaſphemy by the Law of (g) Mo- 
ſes, he was to be ſtoned to Death with 
Stones; which was all done accordingly. 
Thus fell this good Man, for the fake of 
a good Conſcience, a Sacrifice to the Co- 
vetouſneſs of Ahab, to the unjuſt and cruel 
Tyranny of Fezebe/; thus was he murder'd 
with a ſhew of Juſtice, with pretended Zeal 
for God's Honour, with the protoundeſt Hy- 
pocriſy of a ſolemn Faſt. 

But to lay opcn the vile Iniquity of this 
Fracrodingi the proper Buſineſs of my ſecond 


(] Lev. xxiv. 16. 
general 
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general Head of Diſcourſe, to which I am 
next in order to proceed. 

And here, not to enumerate all the parti· 
cular Sins committed by all the particular Rer- 
ſons concern'd in this Relation; not to en- 
large upon the Covetouſneſs of Ahab, the 
Root and Foundation of all the reſt, the di- 
ſtinct Guilt of Jegebel in contriving this Ini- 
quity, and drawing in others to be her Part- 
ners in it, ſolliciting and requiring them to 
put it in Execution; nor the particular Wic- 
kedneſs of theſe in complying with her Sol- 
licitations; I ſay, not to mention theſe, and 
other Particulars in this remarkable Story; I 
ſhall at preſent take notice only of theſe/ 
two things : 

Firſt, The Greatneſs of this Sin, confi: 
der'd in itſelf, as ſtripp'd of its moſt heigh- 
tening Aggravations. 

Secondly, The farther Heinouſneſs of this 
Sin, ariſing from the aggravating Circumſtan- 
ces that attended it, cſpecially, as it was com- 
mitted under a form and colour of juſtice, 
and with the folemn Proclamation of a rcli- 
gious Faſt. 

Firſt, 1 would take notice of the Greatneſs 
oi this Sin, conſider'd in itſelf, as ſtripp'd of 
its moſt heightning Aggravations. The unjuſt 
invading another Man's Right and Property, 
taking away his Poſleſhons by Force and Vio- 

lence : 
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lence : the imbruing of guilty Hands in guilt- 

leſs Blood, and robbing a peaccable honeſt 

0 of his Life, in order the more ſecurely 
ob him of his Goods, 

o Natorh had a juſt and lawful Right to his 

Vineyard ; ; it deſcended to him from his Fore- 

fathers through many Generations : Had his 


Title been diſputed, had the Invaders had any © _ 


Right to plead, ſomewhat might have been 
ſaid in their Excuſe; tho' even then, they 
could not have been juſtified in turning him 
out of Poſſeſſion, without a fair Trial of the 
Cauſe by thoſe Forms of Law that were in 
uſe among them. But without any Right at 
all, againſt all the Right in the World, to 
dſipoſſeſs him by Force and Violence, was a 
notorious Act of Injuſtice and Robbery, and 
againſt all Laws both Human and Divine : 
was a groſs Violation of that Law which is 
implanted in our Minds, which requires us 
to give cvery one his own, and not to do 
to others, what we would not haye done to 
ourſelves: twas a flagrant Tranſgreſſion of 
the expreſs Laws which God had given by 
the Hand of Moſes, which forbid all Theft 
and Rapine, Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, and 
enjoyn'd every Man to love his Neighbour 
as himſelf; ſuch Actions diſturb the Order, 
and tend to deſtroy the very Being of Socic- 
ty, aad help to fill the World with Miſery 
and all Confuſion, 

But 
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But had Naboth loſt his Vineyard only, the 
Injury had been much the leſs; he might 
have had other Poſſeſſions, or found other 
means of providing for himfelf, and poſlibly, 
{ome time or other, tecover'd his own again z 
but he alſo loſt his Life, the Robbery was 
joyn d with Murder: an Injury that admits of 
no Reſtitution; a Loſs that is attended with 
the Loſs of all things here below. Murder 
is a Sin of fo deep a Dye, that Nature, even 
in the moſt deſperate and harden'd Villains, 
ſtarts back and trembles at it, and the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſuch a dreadful Crime tor- 
ments their Minds, fills them with Anguiſh 
and Remorſe, and often chills the Blood in 
their Veins, as if they had the Sentence of 
Death in themſelves, for that Death which 
another has ſuffer'd from their Hands. This 
great and crying Sin the Murderers of Na- 
both were guilty of; they killd him in 
cold Blood, and without any Provocation 
they deliberately enter'd upon this black De- 
ſign, and wilfully and trcachcrouſly took a- 
way his Life: He was an inoffenſive, peace- 
able, righteous Man, yet they murder'd him ; 
they murder d both him and his Sons (4) to- 
gether ; either accuſing them with him, or 
puniſhing them, for their Father's ſake, to 
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ſhew the greater Zeal againſt thoſe Crimes of 
which they had falſely accus'd him, but ſecretly 
intending hereby the more effectually to ſe- 
cure Ahab in the quiet Poſſeſſion of that 
Vineyard; for the obtaining of which, theſe 
villanous Meaſures were purſu'd. 

But this leads me to the other Thing to 
be conſider'd, and that is the farther Heinouſ- 
neſs of this Sin, ariſing from the aggraya- 
ting Circumſtances that attended it, eſpeci- 
ally, as it was committed under a form and 


colour of Juſtice, and with the ſolemn Pro- 


clamation of a religious Faſt, 

Murder and Oppreſlion are grievous Sins, 
by whomſocyer committed, when put at the 
loweſt, when all is ſaid that can be faid for 
the Extenuation of them; but when com- 
mitted only by one private Perſon againſt 
another, ſome Relief may be had, ſome Satisfa- 
Qion may be made, the Law is open, the guilty 
Perſon may be impleaded, convicted, condemn- 
ed, and puniſh'd according to his Crimes : But 
when thoſe oppreſs who ſhould protect, when 
Magiſtrates and Rulers, when thoſe who arc too 
great for Puniſhment, and are themſelves ap- 
pointed for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers ; when 
ſuch Men as theſe do themſelves become the 
Evil-docrs, and plunder and kill thoſe whom 
they are appointed to defend ; this greatly 


inflames the Guilt, and aggravates the Wic- 
kedneſs 
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kedneſs of the ſeveral Crimes committed; 
this adds a Sting to cycry Injury, and makes 
it ſo much the more grievous to be born, 
this takes away the hopes of Redreſs, and 
begets Fears of like, or worſe Uſage, in the 
Minds of other Men. (z) When the wicked 
riſe, men hide themſelves, (k) When they 
bear rule the peo 2 * 3 (1) when they are 
exalted, the children of men are put to re- 
buke, Nor was this Fo greateſt Aggrava- 
tion of Naboth's Misfortuncs, that he was 
thus us'd by Magiſtratcs and Men in Power; 
this was not the greateſt Aggravation of their 
Crime, who took away his Life and his E- 
ſtate: Had they done this any other way 
than by a formal Courſe of Juſtice, they 
had avoided much of that Guilt which was 
hereby contracted. But falſely to accuſe, un- 
juſtly to condemn, barbarouſly to murder a 
Man by a Form of Juſtice! This was a pro- 
ſtitution of Magiſtracy, and an open Affront 
to the Majeſty of God, () by whom Kings 
reign, and Princes decree 7 bh And be- 
ſides this, it fixed an indelible brand of In- 
famy upon the Perſon thus accuſed and con- 
demn'd; they not only took away his Life, 
and his Eſtate, but as much as in them lay, alſo 
his good Name and Reputation : they took a- 


— — —u— ry 
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way his Life as forfcited by Law, for thoſe Crimes 
which they falſely charg d upon him; and they 
charg d him with thoſe Crimes, not becauſe 
they ſuſpected him to be guilty of them, but 
when they knew his Innocence, and be- 
cauſe he would be innocent, and would not 
to oblige his Prince, tranſgreſs the Bounds 
of his Duty. This was a groſs and ſcanda- 
lous Abuſe of that Power with which they 
were intruſted; this was not only bearing 
the Sword in vain, as to the od? Ends for 
which it was put into their Hands, but to 
Ends quite contrary ; this was murdering a 
Man twice over, putting him to death as a 
Malefactor, and making it belicy'd, he de- 
ſery'd that Death which he endur' : The 
few that might be able to ſee to the bot- 
tom of this dark Deſign, could not, to be 
ſure, from hence form any ill Opinion of 
the Man, againſt whom it was contriv'd ; 
but many would hear of his Accuſation and 
Puniſhment, that heard nothing of his In- 
nocence ; and they that heard of both, would, 
many of them, be apt to believe the for- 
mer, and not the latter, as the World is 
generally more ready to believe evil than 
good Report, and as twould be accounted 
more reaſonable and juſt to think favour- 
ably in ſuch a Caſe, of thoſe that fat as 


Judg- 
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Judges, rather than of him, who appeared as 
a Criminal before them. 

But this was not all, it was not enough for 
ſuch Monſters in Villany, to commit theſe 
Sins only under a common Form of Ju- 
ſtice, they farther added Hypocriſy and Irre- 
ligion to their Injuſtice and Barbarity, and 
finiſhed this Act of Wickedneſs by a ſhew 
of Faſting before the Lord. It was not e- 
nough to abuſe their Truſt, to profane their 
Office, to eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law, they 
muſt offer a more direct Affront to the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, by calling in 
him as an Abettor of their Wickedneſs, a 
Partaker of their Sins; they made a Shew 
of worſhipping God, when heir Hearts were 
far from him, when their Hearts were 1 
7 eceit, and their Hands were full of 

blood; they call'd upon him to avenge the 
guilty, when they were about to murder the 
innocent; they profeſs d to humble themſelves 
for their Sins, while, with Deliberation, with 
Reſolution, they were engag' d in the moſt 
hotrid Villany ; and did thus moſt groſly 
violate the Duties of both Tables, the Du- 
ties which they ow'd both to God and 
Man : And by this falſe Appearance of Re- 
ligion, they moſt grievouſly wounded the 
Character of righteous Naboth, and gave the 
greateſt ground of Suſpicion, that he was 


In- 
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indeed guilty, whom they, good Men! in 
the execution of their Office, and in the 
fear of the Lord, ſentenc'd to Death. 

Thus, it appears, that the Sin of theſe 
Men was great before the Lord; it was 
great and” grievous in the Matter and Sub- 
ſtance of the Act itſelf, and was attend- 
ed with grievous Aggravations; as being 
committed by Rulers and Magiſtrates ; and 
by them in the Execution of their Office ; 
and that too with a falſe Shew of Reli- 
gion and hypocritical calling on the Name of 
the Lord. And this is all that I ſhall fay 
under the ſecond Head of my Diſcourſe, 
becauſe I would haſten, to what, I propos d, 
in the third and laſt place, vig. the Appli- 
cation of the whole to the mournful Occaſion 
of this Day. 

And here I would beg leave to do theſe 
three Things, 


1. To make a ſhort Compariſon between 
the Caſe of Naboth, and that of the 
Royal Martyr, as to the Perſons con- 
cern'd, and the Facts related in both 
Caſes. 


2. To offer ſomewhat with regard to the 
Obſeryation of this Day. 


3. To 
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3. To cloſe up all with ſome Practical 
Reflections. 


Firſt then, I would make a ſhort Com- 
pariſon between the Caſe of Naboth, and 
that of the Royal Martyr, as to the Perſons 
concern'd, and the Facts related in both 
Caſes. 

Now there was a Likeneſs between Na- 
both and the Royal! Martyr in theſe Particu- 
lars, they were both innocent, both Suffe- 
rers; both ſuffer d for being innocent, for 
holding faſt their Integrity; they were both 
murder'd, both martyr'd, both ſentenc'd to 
Death under a form of Juſtice, and both 
with like Solemnity of faſting, and calling 
upon the Lord, The time would fail me, 
and I ſhould too far treſpaſs upon your Pa- 
tience, if I offer d to enlarge upon theſe ſe- 
veral Particulars; and there is the leſs need 
of doing it, becauſe the Integrity and Inno- 
cence of the Royal Martyr, the Cauſe in and 
for which he ſuffer'd, the Circumſtances of 
his Death, the Hypocriſy and Barbarity of his 
Enemies, are Points, all of them, ſo well 
known, that I may very well preſume, what 
has been already ſaid of Naboth, you have 
been before-hand with me in applying to the 
Martyr of this Day. Tis certain his Caſe 
had all the Aggravations which could be 
found 
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found in the other, and ſome beſides more 
grievous, which the other could not have; 
for they were vaſtly unlike in this, that Na- 
both was a private Perſon, and really ac- 
countable for his Behaviour, before that Tri- 
bunal, where he was, indeed, ſalſely accuſed, 
and #njuſtly condemn'd : Whereas the Mar- 
Ir of this Day was a Sovereign Prince, ac- 
countable for his Behaviour before no Tri- 
bunal upon Earth; and they who ſat as 
Judges over him, were not only, not his 
ſuperiors, not his equals, Kings and Princes 
like himſelf, but they were his own Sub- 
jects and Vaſlals, ſome of them of the 
meaneſt of the People, and could, none 
of them have any Power, but what muſt be 
derived from the King himſelf, Both Houſes 
of Parliament could not rightfully ſet up any 
Court of Juſtice without Authority from the 
King, much leſs could the Houſe of Com- 
mons, without any concurrence of King ot 
Houſe of Lords, and leaſt of all, a pack d pre- 
tended Houſe of Commons, after the Exclu- 
ſion of ſuch Members as were not for their 
Turn, and the Introduction of ſuch as were, 
by the Power of the Sword; leaſt of all, I 
| fay, could theſe Men have a Right to erect 
any Court of Juſtice, to call Men to an ac- 
count for any real Crimes whatſoever : But for 
theſe Men to ſet up a Mock-court of Juſtice, 
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to bring thcir own Lawful King to the Bar, as 
a Criminal; to lay to his Charge Things that 
he knew not; to load him with falſe Accula- 
tions, to paſs Sentence of Death upon him, 
for Crimes of which he was not, and of ſome, 
of which 'twas impoſlible he could be guilty ; 
for Crimes, the greateſt Guilt of which was 
juſtly chargeable on themſelves; to do all this 
out of a Shew of Zeal for God's Honour, and 
the Welfare of the People, but really and 
truly to make a Prey of the People; to be- 
come Lords and Rulers over them; to Plun- 
der others and cnrich themſelves; how horrid 
was the Uſurpation! how groſs the Hypocriſy ! 
how impious and Diabolical was the whole Pro- 
ceeding! Such atrocious Wickedneſs was never 
acted in any other Nation, never before the Black 
Tear of forty eight in our own, and God grant 
the like may never be acted over again, ci- 
ther in our own, or any other Country, while 
the Sun and Moon do endure. 

This was a Sin that involved Three King- 
doms in Miſery and Deſolation, and ſtands as 
the everlaſting Reproach of the Engliſh, and e- 
ven of the Chriſtian Name: This was a Sin, that 
cry'd aloud for Vengeance, and tho' it in ſome 
meaſure carry'd its Puniſhmcnt along with it, 
may yet be vilited in more immediate Judgments 
thro many Generations: And as the eus were 
wont to ſay, There was ſome Remembrance 
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of the Calf, in the Judgments that eame upon 
them, long after they turned their Glory into 
the ſamilitude of a Calf that eateth hay, fo 1 
think it no improbable Conjecture, that when. 
God has viſited this Land, in the ſeveral Judg- 
ments that haye come upon us ſince that Time, 
he may have had ſome regard to the deep Guilr 
that was Contracted, by ſhedding the Blood of 
the Royal Martyr, King CHARL Es the Firſt. 
But. this reminds me of, and leads me to 
what I have, Secondly, to offer, with regard to 
the Obſervation of this Day: It is too well 
known. to be either deny'd or conceal'd, that 
{ome Perſons have pleaded againſt the Obſervance 
of it, and have ſhewn a very forward Deſire for 
laying it aſide: It has been urg'd, that this was 
no National Sin at the firſt, being Reſolved 
upon, and ated only by a few; that if it had. 
been otherwiſe, the Perſons concerned in it, have 
been long ſince Dead, and the Government 
put out of Courſe by this Rebellion, long 
ſince brought back to its proper Channel; and 
ſuch various Bleſſings have been ſhower'd down 
upon us, as ſeem to argue that God's Wrath is 
turn d away: To all which I Reply, firſt of all, 
That it was undoubtedly a national Sin, as the 
greater Part of the whole Nation was immediately 
or remotely Concerned it; and many, very many, 
that declar'd againſt bringing the King to the 
Block. (allowing, what 1 am very willing to 
believe 
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believe, that they were ſincere in this Declara- 
tion, that they ſpake out of a juſt Indignation 
againſt the Fact, and not mercly out of Op- 
poſition to thoſe who excluded them and their 
Party, from having any Hand in the Publick 
Adminiſtrations; I ſay, many that declared a- 
gainſt the Murder of the King) had yet been 
very active in the Rebellion, and highly Inſtru- 
mental in bringing Matters to that Paſs, that 
the fatal Catraſtophe eould not be poſſibly pre- 
vented: They that could have prevented this 
Sin, and did not, upon them the Guilt of it is 
in ſome Meaſure chargcable: They who were 
the Chief Actors in it, ſate at the Helm, and 
managed all Publick Acts in the Name, and 
pretendedly for the Welfare of the good Pœo- 
ple of England; they applauded and defen- 
ded the whole Matter, they perſiſted in this 
Uſurpation and Rebellion, they oppreſsd and 
pillag d the whole Land: So that I think, they 
who will allow this to have been any Sin at 
all, muſt allow, that tWas a national Sin; or 
elſe 1 am ſure we ſhall be at a loſs to know 
what is to becalled by that Name, 

As to what is urged in the next Place, that 
they are not in Being, who were the guilty 
Actors of this diſmal Tragedy; my farther An- 
ſwer is, That if God docs Viſit (as he has de- 
clared he docs) the Sins of the Fathers upon 
their Children, the Sins of one Age upon ano. 

G2 ther, 
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ther, then we may have ſtill Cauſe to mourn for 
the Sins of our Fore-fathcrs, to humble our 
ſelves betore God, and deprecate his heavy Judg- 
ments, notwithſtanding all that which is here 
alledg d. 

Publick Societies and Commonwealths are 
in ſome Senſe immortal, and God may ſee 
fit to ſuſpend his Judgments for a while, even 
while the chief Offenders are alive, and puniſh - 
their Iniquities after they are dead and gone : 
This was in particular, the Method of God's 
Proceedings in the Caſe of Ahab; becauſe he 
humbled himſelf a little, tho he did not hearti- 
ly repent, yet, in regard to his ſmall Humiliati- 
on, it pleaſed God to ſuſpend his temporal Judg- 
ments, becauſe ( ſays he) Ahab humbleth him. 
felf before me, I will not bring the Evil in his 
Days; but in his Sons Days will J bring the 
Euil upon his Houſe, 1. Kings 21. 29. Wick- 
ed Men if they are not puniſh'd here, ſhall 
certainly be puniſh'd hercafter, and no Man is 
to perfectly Righteous, as to deſerve an immu- 
nity from temporal Judgments; this is a State 
of Tryal, not of recompence, the Righteous do 
often ſuffer while the Wicked do eſcape; and 
when a general Wickedneſs provokes God to 
Viſit any People with his Judgments, he jult- 
ly may, and often does P uniſh them the more 
ſeverely on Account of former Sins, as well 
thoſe committed by their Fore-fathers, as thoſe 

com- 
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committed by themſelves. I Reply in the laſt 
Place, to what is farther urg'd, concerning the 
great and repeated Favours ſhewn to this Na- 
tion, that if this proves any Thing, it proves 
too much, that it lies equally againſt the firſt Ap- 
pointment as the continuance of this Solem- 
nity, foraſmuch as God ſhew'd himſelf moſt 
exceeding gracious to us in the HAP x 
RESTORATION of the Royal Family, and 
our Ancient Government both in Church and 
State; but that in Truth, the Enjoyment of 
Bleſſings, is ſo far from being a Reaſon againſt 
Humiliation, that 'tis a very powerful Motive 
to lead us to it, as it reminds us of our vile 
Ingratitude in Sinning againſt ſo much Good- 
nels, ſo gracious and bountiful a Benefactour, 
to whoſe liberal Hand we owe all that we 
poſſeſs: And when we conſider, after all the 
Bleſſings beſtowed upon us, how little good 
Fruit has been produc'd, what very ill Returns 
have been made for them; there is ſure then 
but little Reaſon hence ariſing to boaſt of our 
Security, much more Reaſon certainly to fear, 
That for all theſe Things God will bring us 
into udgment. 

But beſides all this, if there was no nced of 
this publick Confeſſion and Humiliation to 
turn away God's Wrath, yet to kcep up a juſt 
Abhorcnce of this wicked tact, and the better 
to prevent the like for the future, and every 
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Approach towards it, will be a juſt and ſuffiei- 
ent Reaſon tor the perpetual Obſervance of this 
Day; for this Reaſon, the zoth of January 
well deſerves to be religiouſly Regarded through- 
out all Generations. But the Oppoſition pub- 
lickly made upon this Day, againſt thoſe Prin- 
ciples and Practices which brought the bleſſed 
Martyr to the Block, is, I concecive, the main 
Ground of all the Objections that have been 
made againſt the Obſeryance of it. May this 
Ground of Objection never be removed! ne- 
ver be otherwiſe remov'd, than by its ccaſing 
to be a Ground of Objection, by the Conver- 
ſion and Reformation of thoſe that are offend- 
ed at it! None, to be ſure, can be hereby of- 
fended, bnt thoſe that approve of the Iniquity 
of this Day: And if Men will take Offence 
at calling it Rebellion, to take up Arms againſt 
a Lawful Prince, Uſurpation to ſeize upon his 
Kingdom, Murder and Parricide, to take away 
his Lite, and thoſe Men Rebels, Uſurpers, and 
Parricides who acted thus; I fay, if this be the 
Calc, if they will be offendcd at this, there is 
no Help for it, they muſt and ought to be of- 
tended, But farther than this, I humbly con- 
ccive, we ought not to go: Tis neither decent 
nor juſt, to charge the Murder of our Prince, 
upon any Party, or particular Sect of Religion, 
ſince the Men that were guilty of this horrid 
Crime, were of various Sects and Perſuaſions, 
and 
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and certainly deſtitute of all Religion, what- 
ever it was which they profel(s'd ; for ſure there 
is no Religion ſo monſtrous as to approve or 
patronize fo foul an Abomination. Neither 
arc we to Reproach the Poſterity of thoſe con- 
ccrn'd in the Rebellion, with the Faults of their 
Forc-fathers, the Faults which they diſapprove 
and condemn : So far indeed as any one ap- 


proves of this Fact, fo far he takes it upon him- 
ſelf, makes the Guilt his own, and is juſtly lia- 
ble to Cenſure; and ſo far as any Principles 


have a Tendency to ſuch evil Practices, they 
are worthy to be condemn'd: But to make this 
Day an Occaſion of unjuſt Railing and Revi- 


ling, is to abuſe it, and defeat the good Pur- 


poles for which it was appointed; tis fo fa/? 
for Strife and Debate, ant to ſmite with the 
Fiſt of Wickeaneſs, (a) This can't be calld a Faſt, 


and an acceptable Day unto the Lord: *Tis 


therefore only the Abuſe of this Day, where- 
ever it has been abuſed, and not the rz2h? Uſe 
and Religious Obſervance of it, that is worthy 


to be laid aſide; tis worthy to be obſervy'd, 


molt certainly, as long as any are found to pa- 
tronize ſuch abominable Wickedneſs, as long 
as we have any Cauſe to fear National Judy- 
ments: While we have National Sins to la- 


—— 


(a) Ifciablviv, 4, 5. 
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ment, we have National Judgments to expect; 
and we ſhould be ready to embrace every Oppor- 
tunity of humbling our ſelves ſincerely and ſo: 
lemnly before the Lord; and more eſpecially 
when we have Cauſe to think his Judgments 
are hanging over our Heads, and that his Hand 
is, as 'twere ſtretch'd out to deſtroy us, That we 
ought eſpecially, © to implore the Mercy of 
God, that neither the Guilt of ſhedding the 
« Blood of our martyr'd Sovereign, nor thoſe 
other Sins by which God was provok'd to 
deliver up both Us and our King, into the 
« Hands of cruel and unreaſonable Men, nor 
any other Sins ſince that Time committed, 
« may at any Time hereafter, be viſited upon 
« us and our Poſterity. * 

I have now done with this Particular, and 
paſs on in the Jaſt Place to cloſe up all with 
ſome practical Reflections. 

Firſt, then, We may hence take Occaſion 
to reflect upon the Viciſſitude and Vanity of 
worldly Things: Naboth was ſafe and happy 
before Ahab > chi. his Vineyard, and had as 
little Reaſon as Man could have, to expect that 
ſtrange and ſudden Alteration which followed 
thereupon ; the Royal Martyr was once happy 
in the dutiful Affection and Obedience of his 
People; and who could then have expected, 
that thoſe People ſhou d cvcr rite up againſt him, 
to put him to Death? But we arc taught by 
nuin- 
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numberleſs Examples, «That neither the greateſt 
« of Kings, nor the beſt of Men, are more 
* ſecure from Violence, than from natural 
« Death: Daily and hourly: Experience, con- 
vinces us, that we have nothing in this World 
table and ſecure; (a) we have here no continu- 
| 75 City. (6) Man comes up, and is cut down 
lize a Flower, he fleeth as it were a Shadow, 
and never continues in one Stay; Man at (c) 
His beſt Eftate is altogether Vanity. This ſhou'd 
teach us (d) ſo to Number our Days, that we 
may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom : That © nci- 
ether the Splendour of any Thing that is 
Great, nor the Conceit of any Thing that 
« is good in us, may hinder us from looking 
« on our ſelves as ſinful Duſt and Aſhes: It 
ſhou d teach thoſe in a low Eſtate, to be con- 
tent with their Condition, and not to envy or 
repine at the Proſperity of other Men; and 
thoſe that flouriſh in the World, that are great 
in Wealth and Power, not to oppreſs or de- 
ſpiſe thoſe that are below them. It ſhou'd 
teach all, both high and low, to withdraw 
their Aflections from this World, and place 
them on a better; to ſeek after (e) a Ming- 
dom that cannot be moved; an abiding City, 
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| 92 not made with Hands eternal in 
the Heavens. 

Secondly, We may alſo obſerve here the 
natural Progreſſion of Sin, how caſily Men paſs 
from one Degree of it to another. Ahabs firſt 
Fault was confin'd within his own Breaſt, and 
might have been eaſily ſtifled there 5 but by in- 
dulging it, he was preſently carried on, at leaſt, 
:t$* permit and conſent to the Murder of a 
ighteous Man, in Order to come at his Poſ- 


| - ſeſſions: He is charg'd with the Murder as di- 


rely and entirely, as if he alone had been 
concern d in it; for thus was Elijah command- 
ed to ſpeak to him, Faſt thou killed and alſo 
talen Poſſeſſion? (g) Which ſhews morcover 
the great Contagion of Sin, that Men may incur 
the Guilt of thoſe finful Actions, which are 
really done and performed by other Hands; 
and thus David () was charged with the Mur- 
der of Uriah; but this by the Way. | 
The Progreſs ofthe Rebellion affords a yet more 
pregnant Inſtance of the Gradation of Sin: 
Hardly any Man could have expected, it wou'd 
ever have been carried ſo far as the Murder of 
the King: This was a Wickedneſs not pre- 
ſently contrivd z many previous Acts of Sin 
were Neceſſary to harden the Conſciences of 


— 


(f) 2 Cor. v. x, (g) 1 Kings xxi, 19. ((h) 2 Sam. xii. 19 
Men, 
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Mew ad prepare them for this horrid Villa* 
: 'Tis no way unlikely, but if the worſt of 


the Regicides themſelves, had been charg'd as 


Hazael was, they wou d each have anſwered for 
himſelf, as he alſo did; (50) Is the Servant 4 
Dag, that he ſbou d do this great Thing? This 
Malignity and Deceitfulnels | of Sin ſhou'd 
teach us to beware of, and carefully avoid the 
firſt Beginnings of it; and, as the wiſe Man 
ſpeaks Emphatically of Contention, () to /eave 
it off, before it be meddled with : (k) We ſhould 
beware of Covetouſneſi, ) aud be content 
with ſuch . as we have; For a Man's 
Thug _ zie not in the Abundance of the 
| s which he poſſeſſes, (m) and as we 

brought nothing mto the World, ſo neither may 
we carry any Thing out. We ſhould avoid all 
Acts of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, and learn 
(1) to do to others, as we wou'd have them do 
to us. (o) Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft ; 
it infatuates the Minds of Men, and ſteals up- 


on them by inſenſible Degrees; we ſhou'd 


therefore be eſpecially careful to avoid every 
Degree of it, and cvery Approach towards it; 
and for this Reaſon, forbear to Curſe 
the KING, even in our Thoughts, as 
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as well as for that other mentioned by Solo- 
mom, Viz. Becauſe (p) the Bird of the Air 
ſhall carry the Voice, and that which hath 
Wings ſhall tell the Matter: We ſhould learn 
from hence to (q) fear God and the King, and 
not meddle with them that are given to 
Change : We ſhould pay a dutiful Obedience 
to his preſeut Majeſty, whom God has ſet o- 
ver us, and to all that are put in Authority 
under him; we Wer obey Magiſtrates and 
— I (r) ſludy to be quiet, and do aur 
| Buſmeſs ; we ould pray ('s) (fie nes 
_ for all that are put in Authortty, het 
we may lead a fm and peaceable Life, m all 
Godlineſs and 

Thirdly and Dy we may here obſeryc 
the ſeeming Inequality of the Dealings of Pro- 
vidence, and the proper Uſes to be made there- 
of. The Sufferings of the Righteous, and Pro- 
ſperity of the Wicked, have often afforded to 
good Men Occaſion of mournful Lamentation; 
and ſometimes ſo powerfully Wrought upon 
them, that () their Feet have been almoſt gone, 
their Treadings have well nigh ſlipt. SWS 
have before us eminent — of Ga, ſuf- 
fering Innocence, and Wickedneſs triumphant : 


1 — 9 


(p Eccl. x. 20. (4 prov. XXiv. 21. (x) 1 Thef. iv, 
x (.) 1 Tim. ii. 2. (t) Pal. batiii. 2 


But 
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But ſhould this Diſcourage us in our Duty? Should 
this Encourageus toSin? Surcly no : For tho' we 
(Y) have ſeen Servants on Houſer, and Princes 
walking as Servants on the Earth; righteous 
Men condemn'd and executed like Criminals 
and Malefactors; 'tho' we have ſeen (x) the Op- 
preſſion of the Poor, and violent perverting of 
Judgment, and Fuſtice in à Province, yet arc 
we not to marvel at the Matter, for he that is 
Higher then the higheſt regardeth, and there be 
higher then they. God ſuffers for various Rea- 
ſons the Wickedneſs of Men to riſe to ſo gteat a 
Head; but then he often vindicates his Providence, 
by ſending his Judgments on them even here: 
thus he threatn'd Ahab s Houſe, and in his Sons 
Days executed the judgment threatn'd againſt 
them. And tho tis not neceſſary, nor agrecable 
to the preſent State of Things, that God ſhould 
always puniſh Sinners in this World according 
to their juſt Demerits; yet he docs this ſo often 
as may ſerve to keep alive in our Minds a Senſe 
of his over-ruling Providence, and to con- 
vince us, that he will aſſuredly, ſome time or o- 
ther, puniſh wicked Men according to their 
Deeds; ſooner or later they will meet ()) with 


— 


(v) Ecel. x. 7. (x) Eccl, v. 8. (5) Wild, xii. 26, and 
wh; 
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a Jud worthy of God, and migh Men 
* mightily 3 Ut | 
On a other Hand, the Righteous ſhall 
meet with a ſure andagreat Reward, they that 
ſuffer Perſecution for Righteouſnes ſake (2) 
ſhall recerve a hundred fold here, and alſo 
inherit everlaſting Life; their light Afflittions 

which are but for a Moment, work 
* a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
. (a) 

TG et us not therefore grow weary in ud 
doing, for in due Time we ſhall 2 
fait not. Let not the Proſperity o 
Wicked cauſe us to murmur againſt God, or 
to caſt away our Confidence in him; let not 
their Hypocriſy tempt us to think ever the 
worſe of Religion, becauſe it ſervd them on- 
ly as a Cloak to cover and conceal their Wick. 
edneſs; but let us be ſincere and zealous in 
that Religion we profeſs, and Labour to A- 
dorn it in all Things, by a pure, meek, and 
humble Converſation. Let us follow the Ex- 
amples of thoſe that have gone before us in 
well-doing, and patient ſuffering, according to 
the Will of God. Let us in Particular follow 

the Example of the Royal Martyr, in the Con- 


_— 


— 
— 


(z) Mat, xix. 29. (a) 2 Cor, iv. 17. (6) Gal. 
vi. 9, 


ſtancy 
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ſtancy and Stedfaſtneſs of his Devotion, in his 
Temperance, and : Juſtice, and Fortitudez in 

Humility and Meekneſs, Patience and Reſigna- 
tion ; in his nnfeign'd and univerſal Charity, 
and in all the Graces and Virtues of tne Chri- 
ſtian Life: In one Word, let us endeavour to 
be Followers of him, as he alſo was of Chriſt ; 
that in the laſt Day, with Him, and all the glo- 

rious Company of Martyrs, Confeſſors, and 
Saints, we may be all Partakers of a happy Re- 
ſurrection to the Lite everlaſting, thro' the ſame, 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; to whom 

with the Farher, and the Holy Ghoſt, be given, 
as is moſt due, all Honour and Glory, both 
now and for ever. Amen., 


N 


FN STA. 
Page 24. line 7. for That read Than, 
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Moral Duties of a Chriſtian, as laid down 
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ſtinct Heads. To which is added, Reflections 
on each Diſcourſe, with Prayers T Map the 
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ſi ignation to the Will of God, Alſo TVo Ser- 
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Prayer at the End of each Diſcourle, ſuitable to 
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with chrec Sermons upon the Caſe of Self. Mur- 
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